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This month, English Now! is handing out the
kids’ report cards. (Make sure you get yours
from your child!) In these, we provide an eval-
uation of your child’s English skills and
progress, along with suggestions for how to
help your child at home.

I’d like to emphasize the importance of a few
of these suggestions.

First, please see that your child gets to class on
time. In fact, arriving a bit early is even better.
This gives us a chance to check their home-
work more carefully and offer a little one-on-
one coaching with their English.

Next, please make sure your child completes
their homework. This may seem obvious, but
we often see children repeatedly failing to do
so—and it has a big effect on their progress.
Please check the email report we send after
each class to confirm the homework assign-
ment. Typically, it includes pages from the
Lets Begin or Let’s Go Workbook, plus a print-
out reviewing that day’s material. Help them
with their handwriting, and try to see that they
don’t rush through it. If it’s too much to finish
in one sitting, spread it out over a couple of
days. Encourage them to sound out the words
as they write them.

If you find that your child hasn’t understood
something in the homework, feel free to write a
comment on the page (in Japanese or Eng-
lish—red pen is best!). Their teacher will see
your note and make sure to review the point in
class.

Next, the Let’s Begin / Let’s Go textbooks and
workbooks both include online resources,
which we strongly encourage you to take ad-
vantage of.

The textbook resources can be accessed by
computer, smartphone, or tablet through the
URL on the inside of the front cover
(www.oup/elt/letsgo). No registration is re-

“Autumn Learning & Halloween Fun at English Now!”

quired. You’ll probably need to help your child
navigate the site the first time, but after that—
depending on age—they may manage on their
own. The online textbook resources include
videos, an online dictionary, games, and a
download page for all the video and audio ma-
terials, plus some extras like wallpaper, cards,
and coloring pages. Many of our students real-
ly enjoy these—they’re simple, fun, and very
effective for review.

The Let’s Begin /| Let’s Go Workbook online
resources provide lots of interactive practice
for reviewing what’s been covered in class. To
access these, please go to https://letsgo5e.ox-
fordonlinepractice.com and register using the
access code under the black tape inside the
front cover of the Workbook. Younger children
will likely need your help, and since a key-
board is necessary for the exercises, it’s easiest
to use a computer. Take advantage of this as an
opportunity to enjoy time together—your own
engagement motivates your child’s engage-
ment.

Finally, in our report cards we always recom-
mend filling your home environment with lots
of English. This can include posters, books,
music, videos, comics, and games. Internet-
based English is of course valuable, but try to
include as many “real,” hands-on, “analog”
items as possible. The idea is to make English
an everyday part of life—natural, meaningful,
and real—not just a ¥\ Z, something to

study only once a week.

October is Halloween at English Now! and our
students will be enjoying special Halloween
activities in their last class of the month—in-
cluding dressing up in costumes, making jack-
o’-lanterns, reading Halloween books, singing
Halloween songs, and finally... Trick-or-Treat!

So what will your costume be this year: scary,
cute, funny, or pretty?

Jacques Saffell
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