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Why Pronunciation Matters More Than You Think!

In the last few months, English Now! has begun
uploading short videos to Instagram, Facebook,
and YouTube. These are carefully prepared to
help our students—specifically with their Eng-
lish pronunciation and intonation. We focus on
issues particularly relevant for Japanese English
speakers. The pace is slow (for an Instagram
reel!) and many examples are provided.
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So far, we’ve looked at the difficulties of “o
and “th” pronunciations, “really” vs. “rarely,”
and “wont” vs. “want.” More videos will be
posted as often as we can. By all means, take
advantage of these for your own practice—and
share them with friends who may be interested.

But...why give so much attention to pronuncia-
tion and intonation? Isn’t that just a small part
of mastering English?

Actually, it’s a much bigger part than most peo-
ple realize. Speaking and listening skills are
fundamentally connected. It’s very difficult to
catch the English of a native speaker when you
can’t speak English that way yourself. True,
your English may be understood by others even
if it’s basic and your pronunciation or intonation
are a bit off. However, you’ll probably struggle
to understand the other person’s English if
they’re speaking naturally. As you become more
able to speak like a native speaker, you’ll find
your listening and comprehension improve
dramatically.

And it’s not just about the pronunciation of in-
dividual words, even though that’s where your
study may have begun. Just as “No man lives in
1solation!,” no word does either. Words come in
phrases, and those phrases have rhythm, flow,
and stress. Mastery of vocabulary and its pro-
nunciation is invaluable—but it’s still not

enough to fully comprehend natural English.
You must also practice how words connect and
flow in real phrases, modeling the intonation of
native speakers.

This is why English Now! focuses so much on
speaking and listening in our classes—and on
singing songs in our kids’ classes! Reading and
writing practice are, of course, important, but
it’s the realistic, situational speaking and listen-
ing work with native-level English that enables
you to join in and keep up with real conversa-
tions. For this reason, our future video posts
will also explore phrasal English intonation
from time to time—so stay tuned.

Autumn is gradually arriving, and our kids are
enjoying October’s Halloween activities!

Our adult students can look forward to our an-
nual Christmas Party at Pizzeria Amici on Sat-
urday evening, December 13th. Save the date—
we hope to see you all there!

Stay tuned to our Instagram, Facebook, and
www.englishnow.jp for more information.

Jacques Saffell

Please follow us
on Instagram!
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