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Three easy ways to improve your accent!

Accents are a popular topic and are
the subject of intense interest for
linguists and comedians alike — not
to mention that they can be quite
charming and endearing. However,
it’s important to make sure that,
whatever your accent, you are easily
understandable. With summer here
and holidays starting, many will
have a little more free time to work
on personal projects and hobbies.
Why not spend a little time
improving your accent?!

Here are three easy ways to improve
your accent with just a few minutes
of practice every day.

1. Mimicry/Mirroring

As we’ve mentioned before, a great
way to improve your accent is to
pick someone to model who has a
clear and understandable accent,

listen to them speaking — perhaps
giving a speech or on a talk show —
and mimic how they speak. Listen to
what they say and how they say it,
and try to repeat it so that you sound
the same.

2. Tongue-twisters

An important part of mastering a
word or phrase so that it sounds
natural, is to say it quickly so you
don't have time to think about it, and
to say it in a variety of contexts.
Tongue-twisters are great for this.
They force you to pronounce
specific sounds rapidly in difficult
situations, which helps to train your
tongue and mouth muscles.

3. Songs

Many tend to underestimate how
useful songs can be in training your
pronunciation. Songs offer a chance

to master natural pronunciation and
enunciation of the lyrics. And they
can be tons of fun!

Tongue-twisters and songs can
especially be enjoyable for the
whole family. On long drives to the
beach or mountains, or to
grandparents’ homes during O-bon,
they can be great fun to do with the
kids in the car.

With so many easy, simple, and fun
ways to work on your accent, even
for just a few minutes here and
there, it’s well worth giving it a try.

So go have fun this summer, and
come back refreshed, revitalized,
and speaking better than ever!
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