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Karaoke English

Recently, I’ve been improving my
Japanese through learning J-Pop
songs like “Squall” by Masaharu
Fukuyama and “Rainy Blue” by
Hideki Tokunaga. The method I’ve
been using is very effective and
can be easily followed by non-
native English speakers wanting to
learn English songs.

1) Listen to the song several
times without looking at the
lyrics or music video.

Just listen to it on a music player
using speakers. Don’t use
headphones. Get used to the
melody, the rhythm, and the way
the vocals are phrased. Only use
your ears to work out what the
song is about. Listen to the song at
least ten times before proceeding
to the next step. Sing along with it
as much as possible.

2) Write down what you think
the lyrics are.

Go through the song, section by
section, and note down what you
think the lyrics are—still only
using speakers. Then, listen back
to the song a couple of times all
the way through—without stopping
—to check. Sing along at the same
time.

3) Watch the video for the song.

Find the official video for the song
(it’ll be the one with the most
views on YouTube). Look at the
vocalist and try and figure out
what they’re saying by watching
their lips. Check your previous
notes and make any corrections.
Don’t watch any video that has
lyrics in it—at this point you just
want to be working on improving
your lip-reading ability. Sing along
and mimic the vocalist’s actions as

well—this will help you to
understand the song better.

4) Listen to the song using
headphones.

Now you can listen to the song
using headphones. The lyrics
should become even clearer when
you do this. Sing along and amend
your notes where necessary.

5) Go to YouTube and look for
the lyric video.

This can be done by typing in the
name of the artist, the song title,
and then “lyric video.” So, for
example, if you’re looking for
“Hey Jude” by The Beatles, just
type in “The Beatles Hey Jude
lyric video” in the search box.
There’ll probably be several
versions so try all of them to see
which works best for you.
Compare the lyrics in the video
with the lyrics in your notes and
make changes where necessary.
Write out the lyrics in full on a
new sheet of paper.

6) Find the karaoke version of
the song.

Again, go to YouTube and type in
the artist, the song title, and then
“karaoke.” So, if it was “Hey
Jude,” you would type “The
Beatles Hey Jude karaoke” into the
search box. This version won’t
have the original singer singing on
the track (if it does, find a version
that doesn’t have any singing on
it). It’ll be more difficult to sing
along to, but it will help you to
really learn the track if you
practice the song without relying
on the vocals to guide you.

7) Record yourself on your
smartphone singing the song.

You can watch the video while you
do this. Listen back to yourself and

try and notice where you’re
making mistakes. Keep doing this
until you feel you have mastered
the song.

8) Drive around in your car
singing the main version of the
song.

This is great practice and will help
to solidify your knowledge of the
song. Use the version with the
vocalist on it at first. Also, as your
eyes have to concentrate on the
road, you’ll only be using your
ears.

9) Drive around in your car
singing along to the karaoke
version.

Go to iTunes and buy the karaoke
version on mp3 and then drive
around in your car singing along to
it. It won’t have any singing on it
so you’ll have to provide all the
vocals. You’ll also have to
remember all the lyrics!

10) Try out the song in front of
an audience at your next karaoke
session.

Stand up and use as many gestures
as possible while you sing, this
will really help you to connect
with your audience. If you know
most of the lyrics, don’t look at the
lyrics on the TV screen, look
someone in the eye and make them
feel special.

A couple more things to mention:
make sure you really, really like
the song (because you’ll have to
listen to it at least 100 times to
really master it), and make sure
that it is within your vocal range so
that you don’t strain your voice.

Happy singing!

Dan Gamble



