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NEWSLETTER FOR OUR STUDENTS...
“Sing along or read along?”

“The most effective way for a child to
learn differs according to their
personalities and preferences — and this
certainly includes learning English. For
non-native speakers, rather than naturally
listening and picking up words they hear at
home, most young children learn English
by reading books and singing songs. Some
prefer songs, while others prefer books.

But which of these is more effective? They
are both excellent, but it depends on each
child. Imagine a child enjoying a book
versus a child enjoying singing and
dancing along to songs or music videos.
They both learn and enjoy English, but
through different approaches. The question
1s, “Which does your child prefer?” Let’s
look at when and how to use each method.

Young children are usually full of energy
— sometimes too much! How can we
teach English to such lively and energetic
children? This is when singing works
better than quietly reading books. Songs
are fun for the kids, especially when they
like to sing and dance, as many do. It’s
important to select a song appropriate to
the child’s age. A five-year-old won’t learn
much from songs that teenagers prefer.
Simple songs are a good start, paying
attention to the personal preferences of the
child. They’ll definitely get more out of
songs they like — and have more fun.
Repetition will help the child learn the
lyrics and perfect their pronunciation. The
more they sing a particular song, the
stronger their listening and speaking skills
become. When they have developed some
mastery of one song, introduce a new one.

With some songs, teaching the meaning of
the lyrics can be done through action and
gesture — and this works especially well
with high-spirited children.

On the other hand, some children prefer a
quiet classroom without noise or singing.
These children will enjoy learning English
through reading books. Every child begins
to learn how to read with the ABCs. Some
children like books with lots of pictures,
while others prefer more detail. Many
children enjoy reading along to books
when the reader makes different voices for
each character. As with songs, the books
chosen should be age-appropriate. Reading
aloud helps with the child’s speaking and
pronunciation. And of course, reading
books introduces new words to them.
When they understand what each word
means, they can begin to use them.
Rhyming words can be a fun way of
reviewing and playing around with the
words they learn. Children with calmer,
shyer personalities can learn English
effectively through reading along with
books and flashcards. With such a child,
read as much as you can together anytime,
anywhere!

Each child is unique. It’s important to use
the right learning approach complementing
their personality. Whether it is reading or
singing, the right choice will motivate
their English study by being fun and
enjoyable. So have fun singing and
reading together!!!

Marilyn
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