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Why Textbooks!?

What is the role of the textbooks
we use at English Now!? Where do
they fit in with our focus on mimi-
kara?

On the face of it, doesn’t using
textbooks seem inconsistent with
our core strategy of focusing on
listening and speaking? Well, if we
were using them the way most of
us experienced in school, you
would be right. But we don’t.

English Now! does not publish its
own textbooks. Maybe we should.
It’s certainly a lucrative business
strategy for many others. But for
us, the textbooks are merely a
jumping-off point. They provide a
conduit for us to channel our mimi-
kara focus. The textbooks are just
raw material to exploit—a
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framework within which to make
our magic. The teaching comes
from the teachers—the magicians.

Don’t get me wrong. This is hardly
a situation where any old textbook
will do. Indeed, we choose our
textbooks carefully. Our first
requirement is that the textbook is
supplemented with quality audio
using realistic, expressive native
speakers’ voices in realistic
situations. This is essential for both
classroom study and for the student
to review with at home. The
English itself must be modern and
contemporary American English
applied intelligently to
contemporary topics. Grammar,
vocabulary, and other structure and
patterns must be introduced in a
logical, timely progression that the
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student can make use of
immediately.

All textbooks include a variety of
exercises, many of which do not
include audio, and are sometimes
even indicated to be for reading or
writing. We don’t do them this way.
We shamelessly ignore the author’s
intentions and change everything in
the book into creative listening and
speaking work focusing on natural
intonation and expression. We
never forsake mimi-kara.

English Now! is not here to
drudgingly force you to plod
through a textbook. We extract the
best, most valuable parts, and bring
them to life.

The teaching is in the teachers.

Jacques Saffell



