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Language Adventure Abroad

One of the most difficult things about learning a
foreign language is finding opportunities to use it
practically. I'm fortunate because I live in Japan
and I am able to practice Japanese every day—
whether I want to or not!

For many, the prospect of traveling abroad to the
United States, Canada, Australia, or any other
English-speaking country can seem to be an
incredibly daunting task that no amount of study
or practice could adequately prepare them for.

Well, I've got news for you: You're right!

The first time I came to Japan, I had studied
Japanese in my university for over two years. I
thought I had it down. I had practiced with the
exchange students, the teachers and my
classmates. I could read pretty much anything in
the textbook. I thought I was going to breeze
right into Japan and be street-racing in Tokyo
within a week.

That was hardly the case.

You see...textbook-based learning can only be so
effective. A classroom is very safe, comforting
and academic: if you get an answer wrong, you
get to try again with no consequences!

Reality is different.
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When I came to Japan, I got lost on the trains
coming home from school and had only so long
before the trains stopped running. My host
family became worried, called the school and a
man-hunt was started for me in the Tokyo
metropolitan area. To get home, I had to swallow
my pride, make mistakes, talk to strangers in
Japanese, and somehow find my way. I can say |
learned more in a couple of hours of being lost in
Tokyo than I did during the entire two weeks we
spent back in my university classroom studying
the transportation section in our textbook.

..textbook-based learning can only
be s0 effective.

I'm not trying to scare you. It was a great
experience. Although it was nerve-wracking, I
managed just fine. I fell back on what I learned
from my study, made a few mistakes, and got
laughed at by a couple of old JR workers (they
tried to explain why what I said was so funny,
but to this day, I still don’t know what I actuaﬂy
said). Eventually we managed to figure out what
station | was trying to go to, and they gave me
directions my Japanese-limited brain could
understand.

I was actually pretty proud of myself for what
was, to be honest, a very minor accomplishment.
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However, it taught me that by only studying
from a textbook and expecting every person to
speak exactly as was in the book, I was limiting
myself‘.

The world is so much more than a textbook. By
truly learning English, you are opening up an
enormous number of fantastic possibilities.

If it is within your means, I strongly encourage
you to travel abroad. The United States is
amazing and has something for everyone, as does
Australia. Canada has some of the most beautiful
scenery and friendliest people in the world.

Go! Go and make mistakes, get lost, meet
random strangers, sleep where you drop,
experience something you never thought
possible, and have the time of your life! Leave
your textbook at home, and bring us back plenty
of stories and a souvenir or two.

Bilbo from Tolkien’s The Hobbit once said, “It’s a
dangerous business, going out your front door.
You step onto the road, and if you don’t keep
your feet, there’s no telling where you might be
swept off to.”

Best of luck, and I hope you get swept off to a
place so wonderful you never want to leave. It
happened to me...

John Daly



