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Tokyo Olympics 2020!
Let’s Go!

As I'm sure you know, the Olympics are
coming to Tokyo in seven years. It’s time to
start preparing now.

One goal of the Olympics is to bring people
from every country closer together. Since not
many people from outside of Japan speak
Japanese, the best thing you can do as a
Tokyo-area resident to accommodate foreign
visitors is to —you guessed it —study English.

It can be said that the farther away you
encounter a person from their home country,
the more likely it is that they will speak
English. This is especially true for top
athletes, who likely have to compete all
around the world. Of course, not all
countries speak English, but when all else
fails, it is the most efficient as a common
language. If a Russian athlete and a Brazilian
athlete meet while competing in China, you
can bet they are speaking English to each
other.

The Tokyo Olympics will bring athletes and
tourists from around the world. So how
English-friendly is the Tokyo area? As an
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English-speaking foreigner, I'm afraid I must
say it’s vastly below the rest of the first
world. From train station maps only in Kanji
(that are likely to be confusing even to native
speakers), to confusing or incomprehensible
English signs (like a tanning salon sign
reading HW#EIF in Japanese and “Black

People” in English), to citizens who can read
and write some English but can’t speak a
word, Tokyo can be a daunting place for
foreign visitors. I hope the first step many in
Tokyo will take is to improve the
signage...and maybe more restaurants will
translate their menus into English. Tokyo
posting information about radiation levels in
English on the internet is a welcome, if
belated, development.

More importantly, the standard of spoken
English must improve. This is essential not
only to help foreign visitors with directions
or to better serve them. It is not just to show
that Tokyo is international and accepting of
tourists and business from other countries.
English is a fundamental tool in order for
Japan to become an integral, contributing
part of the world community.

If Japan really wants to genuinely embrace
the spirit of the Olympics, of being part of
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Jennifer Fred

the greater international community and
being a relevant and driving global force,
Japan must greatly improve its English
language ability. Unfortunately, the
education system’s stubborn focus on reading
and writing, and outdated and ineffective
teaching methods, only holds back the
country. Japan needs businessmen who can
smoothly interact and deal with companies
from all around the world. Japan needs
informed and educated citizens who are able
to access and understand news from around
the world, and not just the limited trickle that
is focused on by the Japanese mass media.

Above all, Japan needs people who can sit
down and have a real conversation with
visitors, the kind that can allow two people to
truly connect and get to know each other.
Without that, Japan will have a hard time
breaking out of the insulated “Galapagos”
mentality that holds it back.

So please work on your English hstenmg and
speaking and comprehension. I promise it
will do wonders, not only your own
edification, but for helping bridge the gaps
between Japan and the rest of the world.
Good luck!

Jennifer Fred



