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What is a good teacher?

In martial arts I learned that the particular style of
martial arts I was training in really didn’t matter as long
as the teacher was good. Whether it was aikido, karate,
tai chi or boxing didn’t matter: if the teacher was
superior, it was worthwhile; if the teacher was inferior,
it was a waste of time.

School was the same. I sought out the best, most
talented teachers because that’s where I knew I would
truly learn. I didn’t even care what subject they taught.
The best teachers would make any subject worthwhile. I
knew I would learn.

As a whole, native English-speaking teachers in Japan
have earned a dubious reputation both here and abroad.
Many believe that such teachers are unprofessional,
overpaid slackers who can’t find gainful employment in
their own countries. Such teachers have simply fallen
into the good fortune of being able to make good
money with little effort simply by peddling their own
native tongue which they acquired only because they
were born in the right place. Harsh words, but
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unfortunately there’s truth in this stereotype and the
prejudice is all too often justified. There are many such
teachers and it’s a waste of your time spending more

than just a couple of lessons with them.

Seek out the truly gifted teachers and stick with them.
Such teachers will not only deeply understand their
subject matter, but will be sensitive to the needs and
wants of their students and be able to truly

“Seek out the truly gifted
teachers and stick with them.”

communicate their instruction in a manner appropriate
to the individual.

They take pride in their work and are ever in pursuit of
excellence. They will not be one-pattern, follow-the-
numbers teachers who treat every student and class the
same without personalized attention and
instruction.They will be professional, respectful and
humble. They will not be so full of themselves with the
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“I am Sensei!” attitude that they use classes as their
soapbox to dominate their students and force their own

opinions.

They will be well-informed about a wide range of
subjects, but will truly listen to you and your
needs.They may be strict in their teaching, but they will
be positive and inspiring.

Our goal at English Now! is to provide you with exactly
these kinds of teachers: teachers who rise far above the
average native English teacher you may have
experienced; who know how to effectively teach each
student in the manner best suited to that individual; and
who truly care about the progress of every single
student and make it their goal to achieve.

How do you feel after your lesson? After rigorous
study, you might be a bit tired as if you really had a
workout, but you should feel positive and like you
really learned something.

Let us hear your feedback. How are we doing?
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